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YSAYE M. BARNWELL,
editor of this volume, is a native
New Yorker now living in
Washington, D.C., where, since
1979, she has performed with
Sweet Honey In The Rock. She
appears as a vocalist and/or instru-
mentalist on more than 20 record-
ings with Sweet Honey In The
} Rock as well as other artists. In
addition to being a singer with a range of more than three
octaves, Dr. Barnwell spends much of her time
offstage educating the world as a master teacher and clini-
cian in cultural performance theory and voice production.
Her workshop, Building a Viocal Community: Singing In
The African-American Tradition, has been conducted all
over the United States, Great Britain and Australia, making
her work in the field a real source of inspiration for her
performances on stage. This workshop has been docu-
mented in an instructional boxed set of six tapes (or four
CDs) and a manual with the same title, produced by
Homespun Tapes, Woodstock, New York.

r Daughter of a registered nurse and a violinist, her
15-year study of the violin began at age two. Dr. Barnwell
holds the Bachelor and Master of Science degrees in
Speech Pathology (SUNY, Geneseo), Doctor of Philosophy
in Cranio-Facial Studies (University of Pittsburgh) and
Master of Science in Public Health (Howard University,
Washington, D.C.). She has been a professor at the
College of Dentistry at Howard University, and in addition
to conducting community-based projects in computer
technology and in the arts, she has administered and
implemented health programs at Children’s Hospital
National Medical Center and at Gallaudet University in
Washington, D.C. In her first year with Sweet Honey,
Barnwell provided leadership in developing the group’s
practice of making concerts accessible to the Deaf through
Sign Language interpretation.

Since joining Sweet Honey In The Rock in 1979, she
has composed and arranged music appearing on 11
recordings on the Flying Fish, FarthBeat!, Music For Little
People and Rykodisc labels. She has been a commissioned
composer on numerous and varied dance, choral, film and
video projects, including Sesame Street, Dance Alloy of
Pittsburgh, David Rousseve’s Reality Dance Company, Liz
Lerman Dance Exchange, Women’s Philharmonic of San
Francisco and Redwood Cultural Work - all outgrowths of
her combined understanding of the creative artist inextri-
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"YSAYE M. BARNWELL

BREATHS «- WOULD YOU HARBOR ME?
WE ARE... - CUM BA YAH (TRAD./ARR.)

cably bound to society. In 1996 she was awarded The
Bessie Award for her score “Safe House: Still Looking,”
commissioned by Liz Lerman Dance Exchange. Her
music, published by Barnwell’s Notes Publishing, has been
performed and recorded by choral ensembles as well as
individual artists.

In addition to these endeavors, Dr. Barnwell is an
aspiring actress whose credits include voice-over narration
in several documentary films and videos, a principal role
on the TV series A Man Called Hawk, and a brief appear-
ance in the film Beloved, directed by Jonathan Demme.
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Listen more often to things, than to beings,
Listen more often to things, than to beings,
“Tis the ancestors’ breath when the fire’s voice is heard,
‘Tis the ancestors’ breath in the voice of the waters.

. Those who have died have never, never left.
The dead are not under the earth.
They are in the rustling trees,
They are in the groaning woods,
They are in the crying grass,
They are in the moaning rocks.
The dead are not under the earth.

Listen more often to things, than to beings,
Listen more often to things, than to beings, -
‘Tis the ancestors’ breath when the fire’s voice is heard,
‘Tis the ancestors’ breath in the voice of the waters.

Those who have died have never, never left.
The dead have a pact with the living.
They are in the woman’s breast,

They are in the wailing child,

They are with us in our homes,

They are with us in this crowd.

The dead have a pact with the living.

Listen more often to things, than to beings,
Listen more often to things, than to beings,
‘Tis the ancestors’ breath when the fire’s voice is heard,
"Tis the ancestors’ breath in the voice of the waters.
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