Oggun Belele

For SATB a cappella with Percussion®
Duration: ca. 4:00

Traditional Yoruba song from Trinidad
Arranged by BRIAN TATE
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Percussion Break, repeat ad lib.

Djembe may improvise in the percussion

break if desired.

Gourd shaker continues on every beat; other percussion tacet to m. 90
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Notes from the Arranger

Oggun Belele is a Shango song from Trinidad that reflects the Yoruba
tradition of West Africa. Shango is the deity of thunder and lightning.
Followers believe that God is everywhere — in the trees, the air, the
earth, the water we drink and the food we eat — thus we are all part of
God, the Creator of all things. The Yoruba word Oggun means “God”
and Belele is his name. Other deities, such as Obatala Asharoko, are

summoned to intercede on behalf of the singer.

When singing folkloric music in this style, it is helpful to think of the
voice as a rhythmic as well as melodic instrument. The sound is
forward and somewhat nasal, creating a brassy and edgy tone.

...Brian Tate

Pronunciation Guide

Oggun: Oh-goo(n) — with a very soft, almost swallowed “n”
Belele: Beh-leh-leh

Apamande Obatala: ah-pah-mahn-deh Oh-bah-tah-lah
Oye: Oh-yeh

Asharoko: Ah-shah-roh-koh

Percussion Guide

The use of percussion in Oggun Belele is an essential element of the song;
however, the full complement is not absolutely necessary. A combination
of djembe/bell or djembe/gourd shaker would suffice.

The individual percussion parts are available as a download.
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